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Funding Assistance Document: 
42” or 55” Touchscreen on Fixed Height Trolley

This funding assistance document provides information to help you purchase Sitech Systems NZ Ltd’s products through available funding sources. Writing a grant for funding can be as simple as a one-page online application or very detailed requiring considerably more information and time. This document provides the information that you may need, in plug-in format, to help you as you apply for funding for our products. 

Please note that this document may provide you with way more information than actually needed to complete your application, therefore we encourage you to follow the guidelines as provided by the funder and cut and paste the text below into the application form as appropriate. If sending in this document as an attachment to accompany an application form you should ensure that you edit/delete the highlighted sections and this page - which are for your interest, not the funders! If further information is required please email sales@sitech.co.nz .

To help you easily locate information that you require, it is broken down into sections. The sections are as follows: 
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[bookmark: _Toc415478717]Section 1.0: Key points for our application

· The grant will be used to purchase X Sitech Systems NZ touchscreens on trolleys
· The touchscreen has been designed to offer interactive whiteboard technology to junior and early childhood classrooms being physically lower, easily activated by touch and with clearer image quality than obtained on an IWB.
· The impact of interactive whiteboard technology on teaching and learning has been well documented in recent research: 
· Lessons are enhanced by the integration of video, animation, graphics, text and audio enabling teachers to appeal to all learning styles
· The accompanying software includes a whole array of tools e.g. it is possible to annotate or highlight anything on screen as well as snapshot pages or parts of pages bringing resources to life
· All lessons can be saved and placed on the intranet for students to access from home at any time in the future
· The mobility that a touchscreen on a trolley offers brings even more benefits for our students:
· There is less temptation for lecture-style front of class teaching
· Multitouch enables collaboration and stimulates discussion and peer learning
· Financial savings long term with no replacement data projector lamp costs
· No teacher time wasted on setting up (calibrating the whiteboard) 
· The addition of the touchscreens on trolleys will underpin our focus on small group teaching and collaboration 
· We aim to use a New Zealand company with local sales and technical support to ensure project sustainability 
· This New Zealand company is also well known for its own sponsorship and support of New Zealand schools and early childhood educators
· We intend to take advantage of the training arm to provide professional development for both teachers and students thereby ensuring the technology is used to its full potential
[bookmark: _Toc301357980][bookmark: _Toc415478718]Section 2.0: What we want to purchase: a product overview 

	
2.1 Key features of the screen:

Philips Multi-touch screen - the educational low down:
· Large enough for the average sized classroom
· True multi-touch with 5 simultaneous touch points
· 42” or 55” LED screen perfect for group work
· Anti-glare treated, ideal for light modern learning environments
· 4mm tempered safety glass for peace of mind
· Includes Easiteach Next Generation interactive multi-touch software (two touch) 
· Includes free one hour and a half introductory training
· 3 year warranty    

The technological lowdown:
· Full HD LED technology for brilliant images
· 2 x 10w built in speakers for whole classroom sound
· USB plug and play compatible
· Compatible with all leading operating systems
· Smart insert in the backcover to place a small PC for complete mobility
· A true professional screen designed for 24/7 operation
· Durable toughened glass - 4mm
· Use fingers, pens, even whiteboard markers
 
2.2 Features of the Trolley

[bookmark: _GoBack]Move your SitechTouch 42" or 55" Philips Multi-touch screen around easily on this new low cost trolley system.
· easily moved on 100mm rubber castors
· fits most TV’s up to 60"
· low height for junior students sitting on the floor (885mm to centre of screen)*


2.3 Key features of Easiteach Next Generation

[bookmark: _Toc337633609][bookmark: _Toc337633801][bookmark: _Toc415478719]Widget bank
Access a range of mini-applications that bring you a growing bank of added extras such as, calculator, clock, periodic table, protractor, picture reveal, dice, early years sudoku, word builder cards, tangrams and more. There are currently 40+ widgets available in the bank with more to be added with each new release. 
[bookmark: _Toc337633610][bookmark: _Toc337633802][bookmark: _Toc415478720]Media bank
The localized and searchable media bank within Easiteach comprises over 4,500 curriculum-based resources including over 70 videos.  The media back enables users to search for and add multimedia assets to a page and is accessible by selecting the multimedia button on the Easiteach menu bar.
[bookmark: _Toc337633611][bookmark: _Toc337633803][bookmark: _Toc415478721]Content packs
There is a range of content provided within Easiteach that has been designed within the functionality of the software and that will enable you and your students to successfully match objectives within key subject areas. So far, almost 1000 documents spanning many subjects have been created, covering topics including speaking and listening, number and algebra, handling data, environmental change and more. 
[bookmark: _Toc337633612][bookmark: _Toc337633804][bookmark: _Toc415478722][image: Easiteach Multi-touch]Multi-touch
Supports object manipulation on multi-touch devices, enabling users to enlarge and move objects they have created with the tips of their fingers! This is ideal for encouraging students to interact directly with the interactive whiteboard and is perfect for use during presentations. 

[bookmark: _Toc337633613][bookmark: _Toc337633805][bookmark: _Toc415478723]Easily-accessible toolbars
The toolbars within Easiteach Next Generation have been designed to make the functionality you want easier to find and aid cross-curricular use.  These easily-accessible toolbars allow you to work quickly and efficiently in creating whole-class teaching activities to fit with your learning objectives.  The most commonly used tools can be found in the main navigation bar along the bottom of your screen, with extra functionality available from within the main navigation.
[bookmark: _Toc337633614][bookmark: _Toc337633806][bookmark: _Toc415478724]Record sound and video
Within Easiteach Next Generation, users are able to record sound and video directly on to a page. Using the media bank you can also capture images, record sounds and record videos using external hardware, such as microphones or digital cameras, and add them to your page and your personal media bank. 
[bookmark: _Toc337633615][bookmark: _Toc337633807][bookmark: _Toc415478725]Text-to-speech capabilities
Type letters, words and sentences on to a page and listen to them being read back to you. The text-to-speech functionality within Easiteach enables text on the page to be read by one of the voices installed in your operating system. Text-to-speech can read both single words and whole blocks of text within a text box. This feature is available in a wide variety of languages.
[bookmark: _Toc337633616][bookmark: _Toc337633808][bookmark: _Toc415478726]Handwriting and Shape Recognition 
Write words or draw shapes freehand and the writing and shape recognition tools within Easiteach Next Generation will recognize your markings. You can either write or draw images with your mouse on a computer screen, or use your interactive whiteboard pen, and the handwriting and shape recognition tool will transform your markings in typed copy or shaped objects with sharpened edges.
[bookmark: _Toc337633617][bookmark: _Toc337633809][bookmark: _Toc415478727]Language tools
There are a wide variety of language tools built-in to Easiteach Next Generation that will help you to quickly and simply create activities for your whole class. These tools include a cloze tool (for creating missing words activities), remove punctuation tool (ideal for testing punctuation knowledge by removing all punctuation from a block of text and asking your class to put it back in the right place) and word wallet (for use alongside the cloze and remove punctuation tools).
[bookmark: _Toc337633618][bookmark: _Toc337633810][bookmark: _Toc415478728]Math tools
Alongside the language tools, there is also a wide range of Math tools available with Easiteach Next Generation that will assist you in creating simple but effect whole class activities for use in Math lessons. Some of the Math tools available include number lines, number grids and an equation builder.
  
If you wish to apply for funding for other elements of our interactive classroom solution see the following grant assistance forms which can be downloaded from http://www.sitech.co.nz/fundingapps 

AVerVision Visualiser
Redcat Lightspeed Classroom Soundfield System


[bookmark: _Toc415478729]Section 3.0: Sitech Systems’ NZ Ltd corporate information (NZ reseller /manufacturer)

[bookmark: _Toc415478730]3.1 Corporate history

Sitech System’s NZ Ltd is a New Zealand company based in Hamilton but with personnel throughout the country. Sitech Systems NZ Ltd was established in 1988 to provide the education sector with audio-visual and educational technologies specifically for their needs. These needs have changed over the years and Sitech Systems NZ Ltd prides itself on keeping pace. It sources product from all over the world and with its own manufacturing division in Hamilton it is able to incorporate these products to design and produce Kiwi solutions for Kiwi schools. 

Sitech System’s NZ Ltd has also long been a sponsor and supporter of many educational associations and events.

[bookmark: _Toc415478731]3.2 Contact Information

Sitech Systems NZ Ltd
PO Box 5551
67 Kent Street, 
Frankton
Hamilton
3242
New Zealand

Freephone: 0800 100607
Phone: (07) 846 0060
Fax: (07) 846 0071
Web: www.sitech.co.nz
Email: sales@sitech.co.nz 

[bookmark: _Toc415478732]3.3 Biographies of Key Personnel

Garry Leet, Director
Garry became aware of a need for audio-visual product dedicated to the education sector back in 1988. He recognised that this product needed to be accompanied by information and support particular to the needs of schools and their unique learning spaces. He remains at the helm of product development, sourcing and designing technologies to meet the demands of the NZ educational market. He is also still an active member of the sales team and a regular at conferences. Garry continues to be based in Hamilton.

Phil Mellar – National Sales & Marketing Manager
Phil has been involved in the education sector as a sales professional for a number of years in supplying education resources and school management software. He joined Sitech in 2014 and is now Sitech’s National Sales and Marketing Manager.

Jason Niedermeyer – Key Accounts
Jason had a background in the design and implementation of data and communication networks before moving into sourcing and supplying quality education products to take advantage of these networks. He moved to NZ and joined Sitech Systems NZ Ltd in 2007. He is responsible for providing support for key accounts and tertiary sectors. He is based in Wellington.

[bookmark: _Toc415478733]Section 4.0: Technical Support

Sitech Systems NZ Ltd is committed to ensuring that your product is set up correctly and maintained. They offer:
· Pre-sales advice on what is the appropriate solution for your situation
· Installations ranging from straightforward to the complex requirements of university lecture theatres
· Aftersales support on our technical support help-line or via our website
· A comprehensive repair and maintenance service
And this is of course all based here in New Zealand.
The purchase of a touch screen teaching station also includes a free of charge visit from a Sitech Systems NZ Ltd sales representative to get the teachers started.
[bookmark: _Toc415478734]Section 5.0: Professional Development

Key to the implementation of any technology is the professional development to ensure that the teachers and students are able to fully utilize the equipment and truly embed the technology in teaching and learning. Again and again research points to the failure of the integration of a new technology being due to a lack of teacher training. As a result Sitech Systems NZ Ltd offers a professional development package to accompany its entire educational technology product. This training is provided by current or ex-classroom teachers who understand the conditions of the classroom and can provide real examples of how the technology can be integrated.

The professional development programme for Easiteach Next Generation is as follows:

Easi-PD : 1 day teacher training 
RM easiPD is an off-the-shelf, flexible and affordable training package designed to provide professional development to support and enhance usage of RM Easiteach Next Generation and interactive devices in schools.  RM easiPD allows customers to increase their knowledge and confidence in the use of RM Easiteach Next Generation and interactive devices in the classroom.
RM easiPD entitles the purchaser to one full day of training for two teachers which will be provided by Sitech Systems NZ and Breathe Technology, an RM Easiteach Accredited Partner. An RM easiPD Resource Pack includes a ‘train-the-trainer’ course which customers can then use to provide follow on training to staff at their school.

Plus the RM easiPD package includes a DVD with up to 12 hours of self paced learning materials - allowing teachers to work at their own pace. The more advanced teachers can progress, while beginners can revisit material until they're ready to move on. The support materials also act as a library of information that teachers can revisit in order to maintain and improve their use of interactive technologies.

RM easiPD also includes over 50 free lesson ideas across a range of subjects, so teachers can immediately employ the skills developed in their RM easiPD training.


For a quote to include with your grant application please email sales@sitech.co.nz

[bookmark: _Toc415478735]Section 6.0: Quotes/Pricing 

Email sales@sitech.co.nz for a quote.

If your grant application is for a significant amount (e.g over $5000) please contact sales@sitech.co.nz as we may be able to offer a special package.
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Information correct as of 30.03.15

If you require more information for your grant application contact sales@sitech.co.nz

Sitech Systems NZ Ltd   www.sitech.co.nz
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