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Funding Assistance Document: 
EasiEars Digital Audio System

This funding assistance document provides information to help you purchase Sitech Systems NZ Ltd’s products through available funding sources. Writing a grant for funding can be as simple as a one-page online application or very detailed requiring considerably more information and time. This document provides the information that you may need, in plug-in format, to help you as you apply for funding for our products. 

Please note that this document may provide you with way more information than actually needed to complete your application, therefore we encourage you to follow the guidelines as provided by the funder and cut and paste the text below into the application form as appropriate. If sending in this document as an attachment to accompany an application form you should ensure that you edit/delete the highlighted sections and this page - which are for your interest, not the funders! If further information is required please email sales@sitech.co.nz .

To help you easily locate information that you require, it is broken down into sections. The sections are as follows: 
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· The grant will be used to purchase a set of EasiEars, a listening centre for our teachers and students. Easi-Ears is a unique digital audio system designed for primary schools and nurseries. Comprising of 6 different coloured headphones, remote control unit, docking station for recharging and software
· The purchase of the EasiEars will have a huge impact on our students by enabling them to access differentiated listening activities, whereas previously all the students in a group had to listen to the same activity
· The EasiEars also bring us up to date enabling teachers to use audio in any format: including CD, MP3 and student or teacher generated content
· The EasiEars will support our focus on oral literacy by enhancing the students' ability to communicate confidently by recording themselves and listening back. They will be able to develop their pronunciation, adlibbing, improvisation and interview techniques. 
· The EasiEars will enhance our general literacy programme by providing a tool for listening to stories, music and poetry as well as the opportunity to explore different genres of literacy from instructions, sports commentary to news reporting, even listening to music for inspiration 
· The EasiEars will encourage creativity as an outlet for students with story-telling or musical ambitions and for those who enjoy script writing by providing a vehicle through which to record themselves and have their fellow students listen and feedback
· It is suitable for all ages and will be used throughout the school, by every team
· We will use a New Zealand company with local sales and technical support to ensure project sustainability 
· This New Zealand company is also well known for its own sponsorship and support of New Zealand schools and early childhood educators
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Shortlisted for a BETT Award 2012 - Digital Devices category

Easi-Ears, a new digital audio system designed for primary schools, special needs and early childhood. Comprising of a set of six different coloured headphones, remote control unit, docking station for recharging and software. Easi-Ears enables teachers to put their own audio content (e.g. in MP3 format) onto the headphones so that children can listen independently or as a group. The headphones are wireless, so children are not tied to a CD player, enabling them to be active whilst listening inside or outdoors. 

The teacher's choice of audio content means that Easi-Ears can be used to support different areas of the curriculum, e.g. listening to stories, rhymes, poems and non-fiction text, instructions such as adding features to a map, creative music to inspire story writing, model making or painting pictures, or for outdoor treasure hunts and nature trails. It also means the set is usable by all ages and therefore of value throughout the school. 

The audio content can be transferred onto the MP3 headphones via the Easi-Ears software. The software is designed so that teachers can create their own playlists and easily add the same content to all headphones or customise for individual headsets. 

The remote control unit is designed for the teacher to enable them to interact with the headphones whilst in use. It is also a MP3 recorder/player and may be used by students to record their own audio tracks which can be transmitted directly to the headphones. 

Unique broadcast feature - The remote control unit also haves the unique ability to interrupt play and broadcast voice or music to the headphones. This is particularly useful for the teachers should they wish to say something to the children whilst the headphones are in use, e.g. "5 minutes till tidy up time". 

Great value - use across the curriculum and throughout the school
Ideal for listening to stories 
Develop children's speaking and listening skills
Assist reluctant readers 
Ideal for outdoor / flexible learning
Add you own cross curricular audio content. 
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Sitech System’s NZ Ltd is a New Zealand company based in Hamilton but with personnel throughout the country. Sitech Systems NZ Ltd was established in 1988 to provide the education sector with audio-visual and educational technologies specifically for their needs. These needs have changed over the years and Sitech Systems NZ Ltd prides itself on keeping pace. It sources product from all over the world and with its own manufacturing division in Hamilton it is able to incorporate these products to design and produce Kiwi solutions for Kiwi schools. 

Sitech System’s NZ Ltd has also long been a sponsor and supporter of many educational associations and events.

[bookmark: _Toc415418460]4.2 Contact Information

Sitech Systems NZ Ltd
PO Box 5551
67 Kent Street, 
Frankton
Hamilton
3242
New Zealand
Freephone: 0800 100607
Phone: (07) 846 0060
Fax: (07) 846 0071
Web: www.sitech.co.nz
Email: sales@sitech.co.nz 
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Garry Leet, Director
Garry became aware of a need for audio-visual product dedicated to the education sector back in 1988. He recognised that this product needed to be accompanied by information and support particular to the needs of schools and their unique learning spaces. He remains at the helm of product development, sourcing and designing technologies to meet the demands of the NZ educational market. He is also still an active member of the sales team and a regular at conferences. Garry continues to be based in Hamilton.

Phil Mellar – National Sales & Marketing Manager
Phil has been involved in the education sector as a sales professional for a number of years in supplying education resources and school management software. He joined Sitech in 2014 and is now Sitech’s National Sales and Marketing Manager.

Jason Niedermeyer – Key Accounts
Jason had a background in the design and implementation of data and communication networks before moving into sourcing and supplying quality education products to take advantage of these networks. He moved to NZ and joined Sitech Systems NZ Ltd in 2007. He is responsible for providing support for key accounts and tertiary sectors. He is based in Wellington.
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Sitech Systems NZ Ltd is committed to ensuring that your product is set up correctly and maintained. They offer:
· Pre-sales advice on what is the appropriate solution for your situation
· Installations ranging from straightforward to the complex requirements of university lecture theatres
· Aftersales support on our technical support help-line or via our website
· A comprehensive repair and maintenance service
And this is of course all based here in New Zealand.
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Key to the implementation of any technology is the professional development to ensure that the teachers and students are able to fully utilize the equipment and truly embed the technology in teaching and learning. Again and again research points to the failure of the integration of a new technology being due to a lack of teacher training. As a result Sitech Systems NZ Ltd offers a professional development package to accompany its entire educational technology product. This training is provided by current or ex-classroom teachers who understand the conditions of the classroom and can provide real examples of how the technology can be integrated.



For a professional development quote to include with your grant application please email sales@sitech.co.nz
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Email sales@sitech.co.nz for a quote.

If your grant application is for a significant amount (e.g over $5000) please contact sales@sitech.co.nz as we may be able to offer a special package.
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Information correct as of 29.03.15

If you require more information for your grant application contact sales@sitech.co.nz

Sitech Systems NZ Ltd   www.sitech.co.nz

Page 1


image1.jpeg
6 Sitech Systems N.z Ltd
J future proofing learning





image2.jpeg




